[X-ray computed tomography (CT scanner) in schizophrenia. Comparison of its results with other studies].
This paper concerns the tomodensitometric (TDM) study, with the same clinical and radiological criteria, of 78 schizophrenic patients (age: less than 60 years) from psychiatric hospitals in Madrid and from Sainte-Anne hospital (Paris). The length of evolution and the severity of disturbances seemed to be the most important causal elements of cerebral atrophy. Some TDM peculiarities appeared correlated with some clinical forms (paranoid or hebephrenic). The review of previous works illustrates the importance of some etiological conditions for the production of cerebral atrophy: age, length of evolution and, more particularly, the severity of the disease. The confrontation of the anatomo-pathological and pneumoencephalographic studies with the TDM results suggests that, if the TDM is a good indicator of ventricular dilatation, appreciation of the widening of the cerebral sulci remains difficult.